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MESSAGE 
 
Occasion    : Baccalaureate Sunday 
Theme    : Shine the True Light 
Venue    : Lighthouse BBC Tatalon 
Date    : August 28, 2022 
 
TITLE    : THE DISTINCTIVES OF KNOWLEDGE, WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING  
Text/s    :   
 
Col 1:9-10 
9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might 
be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 
10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing 
in the knowledge of God; 
KJV 
 
Prov 23:12 
12 Apply thine heart unto instruction, and thine ears to the words of knowledge. 
KJV 
 
Ps 90:12 
12 So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. 
KJV 
 
Prov 2:1-6 
1 My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee; 
2 So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding; 
3 Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding; 
4 If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures; 
5 Then shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God. 
6 For the Lord giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding. 
KJV 
 
 
Bible Reading  :   
 
 
Prov 3:1-22 
1 My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments: 
2 For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee. 
3 Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart: 
4 So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man. 
5 Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 
6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 
7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the Lord, and depart from evil. 
8 It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones. 
9 Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: 
10 So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine. 
11 My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord; neither be weary of his correction: 
12 For whom the Lord loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth. 
13 Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding. 
14 For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold. 
15 She is more precious than rubies: and all the things thou canst desire are not to be compared unto her. 
16 Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left hand riches and honour. 
17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. 
18 She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and happy is every one that retaineth her. 
19 The Lord by wisdom hath founded the earth; by understanding hath he established the heavens. 
20 By his knowledge the depths are broken up, and the clouds drop down the dew. 
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21 My son, let not them depart from thine eyes: keep sound wisdom and discretion: 
22 So shall they be life unto thy soul, and grace to thy neck. 
KJV 
 
 
Song/s    :  
 
- Springs of Living Water 
- Teach me Lord to Wait 
 
 
Other references  :  
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
As Paul prayed for the church Colosse to be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all wisdom and 
spiritual understanding, so we pray for everyone in Lighthouse, especially for those who graduate at this 
time. 
 
Col 1:9-10 
9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might 
be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 
10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing 
in the knowledge of God; 
KJV 
 
Albeit, we need to know the differences in the words knowledge, wisdom and understanding and how they 
apply to our lives as people of God. 
 
 
BODY 
 
 
A. About Knowledge… 
 
The natural world offers knowledge to all of us.  See what the Psalmist David says… 
 
Ps 19:1-6 
1 The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork. 
2 Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge. 
3 There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard. 
4 Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In them hath he set a 
tabernacle for the sun, 
5 Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race. 
6 His going forth is from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it: and there is nothing hid 
from the heat thereof. 
KJV 
 
Prov 8:10 
10 Receive my instruction, and not silver; and knowledge rather than choice gold. 
KJV 
 
Prov 22:17 
17 Bow down thine ear, and hear the words of the wise, and apply thine heart unto my knowledge. 
KJV 
 
Prov 23:12 
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12 Apply thine heart unto instruction, and thine ears to the words of knowledge. 
KJV 
 

Prov 23:12 
12 Apply your mind to discipline 
and your ears to words of knowledge.  
CJB 

 
Prov 22:17-18 
17 Bow down thine ear, and hear the words of the wise, and apply thine heart unto my knowledge. 
18 For it is a pleasant thing if thou keep them within thee; they shall withal be fitted in thy lips. 
KJV 
 

Prov 22:17-18 
17 Pay attention, and listen to the words of the wise; 
apply your heart to my knowledge;  
18 for it is pleasant to keep them deep within you; 
have all of them ready on your lips.  
CJB 

 
I mentioned this in during the Baccalaureate Service in TUP… 
 
So it is, from the halls of this distinguished institution, you have acquired knowledge.  This is where you 
inclined your heart to instruction and your ears to words of knowledge.  You applied your mind to discipline, 
paid attention and listened to your wise professors and instructors. 
 
And what you have now, generally is knowledge. 
 
But let us go deeper in this truth about knowledge… 
 
 
John 14:6 
6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 
KJV 
 
John 1:14 
14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 
KJV 
 
John 17:17 
17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 
KJV 
 
John 8:32 
32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 
KJV 
 
 
And people say today, Know Christ and Make Him Known. 
 
And they only refer to knowing Christ in salvation and of having knowledge of some salvation doctrines. 
 
What does Paul say? 
 
 
Know Christ 
 
Phil 3:10 
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10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made 
conformable unto his death; 
KJV 
 
 
Eph 3:17-19 
17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 
18 May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; 
19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of 
God. 
KJV 
 

NT:5235 <START GREEK>u(perba/llw<END GREEK> huperballo (hoop-er-bal'-lo); from NT:5228 and 
NT:906; to throw beyod the usual mark, i.e. (figuratively) to surpass (only active participle 
supereminent):  KJV - exceeding, excel, pass. 

 
 
Knowledge is not only knowing Christ in salvation! 
 
This is the reason why we have different levels of institutions of knowledge! 
 
 

• Know the love of Christ 
 

To know the love of Christ is to have a love that “passeth knowledge”! 
 
When you get to know the love of Christ, when you begin to take hold of such love, to go deep into 
it, to be grounded in it, and when you get everyone else around you look into this love, appreciate 
the breadth, length, depth and height of it, and when all of you take hold of it, it becomes 
something that goes beyond just grasping it! 
 
 
When you get to know that in that love, there is more 

 
 

• Know the truth of Christ 
 

John 8:32 
32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 
KJV 
 
Eph 4:14-16 
 
14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 
 
15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 
 
16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint 
supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the 
body unto the edifying of itself in love. 
KJV 
 
1 John 3:14-19 
 
14 We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that 
loveth not his brother abideth in death. 
 
15 Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life 
abiding in him. 
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16 Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren. 
 
17 But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of 
compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? 
 
18 My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth. 
 
19 And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him. 
KJV 

 
 

• Know the grace of Christ 
 

2 Cor 8:9 
9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he 
became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 8:7 
7 Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in all 
diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also. 
KJV 

 
 
 
1 John 5:13-21 
13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that 
ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God. 
14 And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth 
us: 
15 And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired 
of him. 
16 If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life for 
them that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it. 
17 All unrighteousness is sin: and there is a sin not unto death. 
18 We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and 
that wicked one toucheth him not. 
19 And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness. 
20 And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him 
that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal 
life. 
21 Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen. 
KJV 
 
Jer 9:23-24 
23 Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his 
might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: 
24 But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord which 
exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the 
Lord. 
KJV 
 
 
 
B. About Wisdom… 
 
 
Ps 90:12 
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12 So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. 
KJV 
 
Prov 2:1-2 
1 My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee; 
2 So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding; 
KJV 
 
 
Prov 3:13-18 
13 Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding. 
14 For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold. 
15 She is more precious than rubies: and all the things thou canst desire are not to be compared unto her. 
16 Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left hand riches and honour. 
17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. 
18 She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and happy is every one that retaineth her. 
KJV 
 
Prov 4:4-9 
4 He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my words: keep my commandments, and live. 
5 Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline from the words of my mouth. 
6 Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her, and she shall keep thee. 
7 Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding. 
8 Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: she shall bring thee to honour, when thou dost embrace her. 
9 She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee. 
KJV 
 
Prov 23:23 
23 Buy the truth, and sell it not; also wisdom, and instruction, and understanding. 
KJV 
 
Job 28:12-28 
12 But where shall wisdom be found? and where is the place of understanding? 
13 Man knoweth not the price thereof; neither is it found in the land of the living. 
14 The depth saith, It is not in me: and the sea saith, It is not with me. 
15 It cannot be gotten for gold, neither shall silver be weighed for the price thereof. 
16 It cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir, with the precious onyx, or the sapphire. 
17 The gold and the crystal cannot equal it: and the exchange of it shall not be for jewels of fine gold. 
18 No mention shall be made of coral, or of pearls: for the price of wisdom is above rubies. 
19 The topaz of Ethiopia shall not equal it, neither shall it be valued with pure gold. 
20 Whence then cometh wisdom? and where is the place of understanding? 
21 Seeing it is hid from the eyes of all living, and kept close from the fowls of the air. 
22 Destruction and death say, We have heard the fame thereof with our ears. 
23 God understandeth the way thereof, and he knoweth the place thereof. 
24 For he looketh to the ends of the earth, and seeth under the whole heaven; 
25 To make the weight for the winds; and he weigheth the waters by measure. 
26 When he made a decree for the rain, and a way for the lightning of the thunder: 
27 Then did he see it, and declare it; he prepared it, yea, and searched it out. 
28 And unto man he said, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is 
understanding. 
KJV 
 
Eccl 7:23-29 
23 All this have I proved by wisdom: I said, I will be wise; but it was far from me. 
24 That which is far off, and exceeding deep, who can find it out? 
25 I applied mine heart to know, and to search, and to seek out wisdom, and the reason of things, and to 
know the wickedness of folly, even of foolishness and madness: 
26 And I find more bitter than death the woman, whose heart is snares and nets, and her hands as bands: 
whoso pleaseth God shall escape from her; but the sinner shall be taken by her. 
27 Behold, this have I found, saith the preacher, counting one by one, to find out the account: 
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28 Which yet my soul seeketh, but I find not: one man among a thousand have I found; but a woman among 
all those have I not found. 
29 Lo, this only have I found, that God hath made man upright; but they have sought out many inventions. 
KJV 
 
Prov 2:6 
6 For the Lord giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding. 
KJV 
 
Ps 111:10 
10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that do his 
commandments: his praise endureth for ever. 
KJV 
 
Prov 9:10 
10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding. 
KJV 
 
Eccl 12:13 
13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the 
whole duty of man. 
KJV 
 
James 3:13-18 
13 Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out of a good conversation his 
works with meekness of wisdom. 
14 But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth. 
15 This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. 
16 For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work. 
17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of 
mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. 
18 And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 1:18-31 
18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the 
power of God. 
19 For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the 
prudent. 
20 Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the 
wisdom of this world? 
21 For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness 
of preaching to save them that believe. 
22 For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: 
23 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; 
24 But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. 
25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 
26 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not 
many noble, are called: 
27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak 
things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 
28 And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are 
not, to bring to nought things that are: 
29 That no flesh should glory in his presence. 
30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption: 
31 That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. 
KJV 
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But everything in life is not all about application your knowledge to selfish gain.  You have to get to a place 
in which you are to be fruitful, productive… to a level in your lives where you realize the very reason why 
you needed to get knowledge and why you needed to apply such knowledge.  You need to have 
understanding… 
For Lighthouse, wisdom is the application of the knowledge of the love of Christ, of truth of Christ and of the 
grace of God! 
 
 
C. About Understanding… 
 
Ps 32:8-9 
8 I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye. 
9 Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have no understanding: whose mouth must be held in with bit 
and bridle, lest they come near unto thee. 
KJV 
 
Ps 119:130 
130 The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple. 
KJV 
 
Prov 1:1-7 
1 The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel; 
2 To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of understanding; 
3 To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity; 
4 To give subtilty to the simple, to the young man knowledge and discretion. 
5 A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise 
counsels: 
6 To understand a proverb, and the interpretation; the words of the wise, and their dark sayings. 
7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction. 
KJV 
 
Prov 2:1-11 
1 My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee; 
2 So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding; 
3 Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding; 
4 If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures; 
5 Then shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God. 
6 For the Lord giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding. 
7 He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly. 
8 He keepeth the paths of judgment, and preserveth the way of his saints. 
9 Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and judgment, and equity; yea, every good path. 
10 When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul; 
11 Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee: 
KJV 
 
Prov 4:7-9 
7 Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding. 
8 Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: she shall bring thee to honour, when thou dost embrace her. 
9 She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee. 
KJV 
 
Phil 4:7 
7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus. 
KJV 
 
Phil 1:9-11 
9 And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment; 
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10 That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of 
Christ; 
11 Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God. 
KJV 
 
 
For Lighthouse, understanding is the direction of the love of Christ, the truth of Christ and the grace of God 
in us and how that through the love of Christ, the truth of Christ, the grace of God in Christ, we will be 
found to the glory and praise of God! 
 
1 Cor 1:27-31 
27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak 
things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 
28 And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are 
not, to bring to nought things that are: 
29 That no flesh should glory in his presence. 
30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption: 
31 That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. 
KJV 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
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